REPORT.

~

The Committe on Agriculture, to whom has been re-

ferred the petitions of the citizens of various parts of tne
State, p?aying fegislative aid for agrieniture in generil,
and patrticularly to encourage the grow b of the mulbher-
ry and sugar beat, by nffering 4 bounty, for a limited
number of years, beg leave respectfuily to

, REPORT:

That after attentively considering the statements made
hy the petitioners, of the impoverished condition of the
farming iuterest of the State, they are but too powerful-
ly imp.essed with the truth of the picture drawn by

them, and fear that a d¢ eper invest:gation of the subject

would but add darker shades 1o°the picture. 'They fear
also, that upon a far examinali n, the planters and to-
bacco growing “interest would gain but little by a com-
parison  ¥For a number of syceessive yeass, the a‘most
entire fai eai crop, the great staple of Ma-
ryland, ha 3 the farmers of the Siate, that

i ime not only without the maans of
i i i1, but ahmost withgat the miecans - §
subsisience.  Inustead of the large supplies of sl grain
furei-hed for foreign markets by the farmers of he State,
the last year presents the melanchsly spectacle of 4 de-
pendance on foreign supylies i domestic coastnpion.
Nor d - your comuittee sce, in the prospect of the pre-

seni year, any thing likely o improve their conditi-n,
Itis even too probable that in addition to the supplies

which will be required for the present subsistence of the
people, they may be ebliged to depend ou foreign impor-
tation for their seed.

This state of things has not proceeded in the opinion of
your conuniitee from any sndden or tnexpected causes,
it has been the resuit in part of injudicivus eultivation
of the soil, and of injudicious legisfation, or rather from
ii rant (:f_j:adivinus iegis'ative encouragrement 1o the
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